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OWN A BEAUTIFUL DATA PLAQUE
OF THAT SPECIAL SHIP OF THE FLEET
A WWI FLUSH DECK FOUR STACKER- OR A SUPER CARRIER...

...Ship data plaques are also available for other ships of the Fleet and
Coast Guard Cutters...from WWlto the present.

These beautiful plaques make ideal gifts and are striking additions
to anv den or offce. Ship Data Plaques are 10"x16" and are made of

polisheci, non-tarnishing brass, mounled on a rich walnut grained base.

Ship Data Plaques are only $49.00 plus a $6.50 shipping charge
(California residents add $3.80 sales tax).

For a plaque of your ship - call toll free:

(800)327-91 37 or (909)735-1 01 s
SPRITE INDUSTRIES

1827 Caoital Street Corona. California 91720
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irc \avy Airship: More Ship
I : ran Air"

- t i. \{Ycrs, PP.:10-'12. NIaY J995
.:  r rgr  )

. . i tt Treuren, Prcttluter, Nuval Air-
.:. ' ,Ltcintion Video Histon Project-

1.1\i fs 's tr ip in a futurist ic f leet air-
.  . . .  fespectful ly conservative when

- , . :preciates the technological  ad-
-  . . .  in the more than 30 years be-

the EZ-IC and the proposed
--  \ .  With l  mot ler t t  uvionics sui te,

.  : ,2- lC ( formerly known as the
-:\ \  t  ivould be capable of many of

- . . rnissions-even though steam lo-
'..s were being rnanutactured when

-. Je' igned. Money the' Navy has set
,:  : , j  \ tudy r return to the eff iciency
- -.  \ ;urt t l ight may be squandered i f

-  ' ,1r  e rs 's point  is  missed. There is
- r istorical plecedent tbr establ ish-

-  .  : 'h ips as f leet  uni ts rather than
- r. idren of naval aviat ion.
'  - rn the Navy admired Zeppel ins '

.  ro shadow the Brit ish t- leet with
.. .:\. it built large rigid airships. Cap-
-) , , r r  Mackey. who served in both

- ,:11n€S and rigid airships, fbund their
.  - ,  rLrr) to be surprisingly similar. Vice
- :r l  C. E. Rosendahl tr ied to get the

. '" uccept the airship as a vessel, not
'  :1ess airplane. He wrote tn 194' l :

, ' '  :  need f irst reclassify airships . .  .
--  Ji :placement vessels'  whose nor-

. . .  i ie ld of  operat ion is the lower
-.-- hcs of the atmosphelic ocean . .  .

,:ntless varieties of surface vessels
- - trperat€ on the surface of the sea

.:r,,ut all bein_q herded together under
J LJunner; comparably, there surely

. :,Jr)m for two kinds of craft in the
::..,spheric ocean above the seir.

:--. : ' :  _qif t  of hel ium was uti l ized dur-

- ' \  ' , r ' ld War II  in what could be con-
-  -J Crust  Guurd act ions;  sorne rnt i -
-  . r r ine comrnands simply ignored
, '  . , i rships. In i ts Mediterranean de-

ploymerrt,  ZP-\4 was used mainly for
rninesweeping. Later, the ASW ailship
operat ing of f  o l 'escort  cerr iers \ \ 'us rc-
cepted by the fleet. Then, with the rotat-
ing-crew ZPG-2 and its gasoline-bag re-
l le l i r r !  rnethod. l ighter- thun-air  r rv iat iorr
became independent of flight-deck sup-
port .  Exper iments were under way to
develop a high-speed airship capable ol
meet ing the nuclear submarine threat
when the Navy decided to ret i re i ts air -
ships. seaplanes. and most anvthin,s else
that did not fit into its plans for project-
ing power ashore.

It 's not enough for a new generation
to reacquaint  themselves with the ad-
vantages of LTA. We don't have to re-
member the developmental debt modern
systems owe the R&D airship. We can
imagine what systems gravi ty 's only
known antidote might levitate today. We
wil l  never ut i l ize the amazing potential
of the modern fleet airships-in fact, they
may not bui l t  at al l-unless we real ize
the airship is not just a type of big slow
airplane, but, as Admiral Rosendahl sug-
gested, a displacement vessel. f l

"Subntarine Engines for the
Futurett
(See R. M. Adanrs.  pp.  6 l -65. June 199-1;
L D. Spussky and V. P. Senrymonov. pp.21-25,
May 1995 Proceedii lgs)

CuTttttitt Rit:lutrds T. Miller, U.S. Navy

(Retiretl)-This article reminded me of
work with which I was associated in 1916
and reported in a paper I  wrote with
Robert E,. Thompson and presented to the
1977 Spring meeting of the Society of
Naval and Marine Engineers: "Marit ime
Applications of an Advanced Gas-Cooled

the nuclear rocket reactor. It consisted of
a gas-cooled nuclear reactor and inte-
gral ly packaged gas-turbine propulsion
system. The selected closed Brayton
power cycle used hel ium at 1700' F and
1,500 psia. The reactor used technologies
developed and demonstrated in both the
nuclelr rocket and the land-based gas-
cooled commercial reactor programs.
Conceptual designs were presented to
demonstrate the f 'easibi l i ty of-and the
advantages to be gained by-substituting
the LWNP fbr LM-2500 aircraft gas tur-
bines in a destroyer and FT.IA gas tur-
bines in a Euroliner-class container ship.

Further development of the project for
naval ship propulsion was discouraged by
the Navy Nuclear Reactor Division, and
Westinghouse dropped work on it soon
afler the paper was published. D

Reactor Propulsion System.
The paper described the lesults of stud-

ies by Westinghouse engineers and sci-
entists, begun in 1972, to determine the
f'easibilitv of a lightweight nuclear propul-
sion system (LWNP) lbr marine applica-
t ions.  The power plunl  design concept
was based on existing technologies----e.g.,

"How the Egyptian Navy Fought
the October War"
(See A. Reiaat. pp. 94 96, Mrrch 1995
Pro(?edings)

Lieutenant Brertdan W. Tully, U.S. NavaL
Reserve-l was considelablv surorised
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SEACHEST
33tA'xl7tA" (TOP) x 18" HIGH

I-Ise Narne, Rank,
School, Class or Vessel
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